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URBAN SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIONS project 

- USEAct - 

 

 

The aim of USEAct is to define ways to achieve opportunities for people and businesses 

to settle in existing locations without consumption of further land, thanks to new planning 

and partnership approaches. 

The USEAct project aims to achieve urban development and new or improved settlement 

opportunities for people and businesses taking up residence in existing locations, without 

consumption of further land and at the same time developing the construction and real 

estate economies, making the most of the historic building heritage and related character, 

reducing energy consumption in buildings and cutting back on further infrastructure 

building/management costs.  

Project partners 

 City of Naples – Lead Partner 

(surface 117.27 km²; population - 

957,838; density - 8,167.8 ab./km²) 

The city of Naples is characterised by the 

wealth of its urban fabric, constituted by 

the historic town and its peripheral areas, both of which are often affected by the 

phenomena of decay. Deteriorated areas are located within the urban historic core, often 

densely populated by a high percentage of inhabitants who do not own the property and 

are on low incomes. Other deteriorated parts can be found in the ex-industrial parts of the 

city (east and west Naples).  

 City of Athens (surface - 39 km²; population - 

655,780; density - 16,830 ab./km²) 

Over the past decade, downtown Athens has experienced a 

substantial departure of its residents towards the suburbs. 

According to the latest census data (2011), the population of 

the municipality of Athens has decreased by 12% since 2001. 

In addition, the influx of illegal immigrants in the city has 

further exacerbated the problem. As a result, Athens is currently facing a stock of vacant 

and/or abandoned urban fabric heritage. 

 



      

 
                USE ACT _ URBAN SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIONS      

             Baia Mare Metropolitan Area 

 

 

2 

 

 Baia Mare Metropolitan Area Association (surface 

- 1,250 km²; population - 220,000; density - 114 in/km²) 

Baia Mare Metropolitan Area is located in the North-West 

Region of Romania, the composing localities being part of 

the Maramures County (administrative territorial unit). The 

metropolitan area includes the City of Baia Mare – as urban 

development pole, and 17 neighbouring localities (five towns and twelve villages) from a 

surrounding area of 30 km, both in South and West of the city. The total metropolitan 

area surface is over 1,250 square kilometres, representing almost 30% of the Maramures 

County area. 

 City of Barakaldo (surface - 25.03 km²; population - 

100,000; density - 3,851 ab./km²) 

Barakaldo is one of the major cities of Northern Spain. 

Barakaldo has developed during last 10 years (1999-2009) an 

urban transformation process becoming the core service 

centre of the Bilbao Metropolitan Area. In 1999 Baracaldo 

was a declining industrial city, formed largely by working-

class neighbourhoods often built on an emergency basis with small and low quality 

houses. 

 City of Dublin (surface - 115 km²; population - 

506,211; density - 4,402 ab./km²) 

Within the city area there are significant levels of vacant and 

under utilised lands, resulting from many factors, such as the 

decline in traditional food, drink and tobacco industry, an 

ageing population in the inner suburbs, outmoded office 

accommodation, low density development and delayed social housing regeneration. 

Notwithstanding the above, there have been some notable successes such as the 30% 

approx. increase in private apartment living in the inner city since the 1980s and the 

mixed use regeneration of the Liffey Docklands.  

 

Challenges 

The philosophy of the USEAct project is connected with the need to support urban 

communities, which express a desire to find solutions and implement practices to combat 

the harmful mechanism, which:  
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1. Pushes administrations to use territory to foster: 

 Demand for new spaces (and new quality of living and working spaces) by exiting 

inhabitants or newcomers, both in new settlements and in to be renewed districts;  

 Development of the "real estate developers"/"builders" economy;  

 Increase revenue, in the short-term, through the takings from "planning fees".  

2. Entails, through the urban sprawl, induced by the new use of land, the loss of 

environmental resources and, in the long-term, greater public and private costs, also in 

relation to the management of the public utilities network in very broadly urbanised 

areas, even those which are deteriorated.  

This challenge is firstly geared towards urban planning, which can develop – on a vast 

scale – new settlement opportunities of the highest quality (private and public spaces) for 

people and/or businesses, reducing as far as possible:  

 The use of new land and the resulting public costs, by utilising existing buildings 

and infrastructure;  

 Energy consumption, by using extensively innovative building technologies with 

low energy consumption and through the reduction of energy costs tied to 

infrastructure. 

The effectiveness of such an approach towards urban planning requires the integration of 

many subjects, regulations and processes, and simultaneously allows for: 

 A trend in the revocation of the use of new land with its related environmental 

and public finance costs; the reduction of energy consumption through the 

renewal of buildings and reducing the consequences of "urban sprawl"; the 

reduction of building costs and the management of new public networks;  

 Meeting the needs tied to the quality of life of the population and businesses; the 

development of the economy tied to the building sector and housing reappraisal, 

in the interest of landlords;  

 The development of the “historic” urban heritage and related character. 

 

The philosophy behind the USEAct project is potentially applicable to cities of varied 

dimensions and also to different contexts. Therefore, the anticipated result is to support 

cities in the design, global assessment and implementation of integrated planning 

strategies and operations, allied to a policy of "stop more land use" from the perspective 

of "reusing and developing the existing", beginning with the Local Action Plans to 

specifically trial strategies. 
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Outcomes for Baia Mare Metropolitan Area 

 

1. Development of a land management policy for the entire Metropolitan area of Baia 

Mare City; 

2. A Local Action Plan, focused on land use efficiency in the entire metropolitan area of 

Baia Mare city, which should include: 

-  solutions for “sustainable redevelopment” of brown field areas; 

- recommendations on reducing/avoiding land consumption in the metropolitan 

development areas; 

- proposal for regeneration of urban buildings and increasing energy efficiency; 

3. A Local Support Group that will provide sustainability for the project after the 

implementation period. 

Our local support group will have two levels: 

- technical  support group – formed, 

mainly of specialists on urban planning/ 

economic development field/ project 

implementation field representing the 18 

municipalities involved; 

- political support group – the Board of 

Directors of Baia Mare Metropolitan 

Area Association, consisting of the 18 

mayors, representing the municipalities. 

The technical support group will be responsible in developing and promoting the action 

plan and the political support group will be in charge with assumption of the LAP, both at 

metropolitan level and at local level (18 municipalities). 

4. Know-how on land use efficiency & urban sprawl reduction, by taking part in a 

thematic network that tackles the issue of land consumption & urban renewal. 

5. Visibility & promotion of Baia Mare Metropolitan Area at local, national & European 

level. 


